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Abstract Aim of this study is to exaime the relationship between individuals’ art preferences and petgonali
traits. In this study where relational scanning model was @8&dstudents of a university, which has total 28.000
students, make up the research group. Students in the reseamghage from different classes and demographic
traits. Fivefactor personality scale, a compusgtled art preferences survey that includes 24 visuals from the arts of
Renaissance, Cubism, Abstract Art, Traditional Art, Impressio@isd Surrealism and penal information form
were used to obtain the research data. According to results ibwad that people with the personality traits of
extroversion and openness to experience mostly prefer surreadls and those with personality traits of terder
mindedness usually prefer Impressionist work of art.
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1. Introduction 2. Art preferences and Characteristics of

Art is one of the many activities (playing sports, havingPersonahty

picnic or going fishig etc) that we prefer to do so that we

can move away from d'SC'P“%qu'r?d daily WOI’kS. and references are related to their personality structure.
rglat|0ns. Many pepple are involved in arts to'ggt rid of th owever, psychologists usually ignore individuals’
tiredness in their life. Some people take painting, MUSIGnterest in art[2]. In this sense, whether individaa

marbling, ﬁfeltlhgraphy a;’:d dance Iessofrsm hObbé' E}/ndencies to works, which are separated from each other
courses while some others are more passive and on ccording to style, function and sense of art, are related to
prefgr to follow artistic activities as they are _sh_y or COU|dindividuaIs’ personality or not is an important question. In
not find enough time. T\r/l\(/ah|_r|nportance and Fr|or|ty of art tbothis field of study the researches which were done abroad
a person can vary. While some people want to re important. Conservatism, openness, schizotype,
informed from the artistic activities, they s_pend tlme_an olerance to uncertainty and especially a various type of
money for. t'hem,hsomﬁ others are only m;eristedd In-a ersonality factors that search for sense were stydjed
artistic activity when they come across and they do no pecific studies which would shed light on especially the

spend money for 't However, some peop!e regard gOinfgelation béween art and personality were carried out, too
to galleries, learning about artists, following the hpbb [3,4,5,6]
of.”

courses and the date of concerts or theatres are loss It was found in Wilison, Ausman and Mathews’s

time. Apart from those who dpes not let art be_lnvolved Mstudies (1973) that liberals mostly prefer more complex
their I|f_e, people who are slightly interested in art ValYand abstract paintings on the other hand, conservatives do
) - i ) N fot like mixed representative and mixed abstract paintings
of which motto is thefe IS no a_ccountlng for_tastes » 8% and they prefer simple representative ones. In Furnham
related to art education, art history, parenting educauog d Avison's studies (1997) the relation between the

gahnd bpersona:!ty b?Side the zfa_rtldexgerience oIr n?:] is oneh(g eference of surreal painting and personality was
€ big questions Tor every Tield. For éxample, th0S€ W@y mineq. According to findings of thisudly the relation

Erefer sguare shr?pes are pnlr(n, hamjkmg apgi Ioglcoal hbetween the preference of surreal painting and the
ut sometimes they may make wrong decisions. On th&ansion of five factors personality was not very strong.

other hqnd, those WEIO Iikg circle hsh_apes are googpe findings supported other studies showing the relation
communicators, agreeable and sympathetic personglifies between art preferences and personality, also they showed

In this sense, it can be stated that individuals' art
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that some peonality traits could be related to especiallydate simultaneously. In addition, there are four 10/100 /
preference of surreal painting. 1000BASET Gigabit Network Connections (Ethernet
In McManus and Furnham’s study (2006) it wasport), 1 DVD burner (DVBDRW), a total of 4 USB 2.0
concluded that aesthetic activities have strong relationgorts (2 on the front panel, 2 on the back panel), and on
specially with the personality functions of opennessthe main board are located a 2D / 3D graphic card, and a
adaptability and mponsibility. In a study carried out by serial RS232 port.
Premuzic et al. (2009) 91.692 individuals’ personal CentOS 6.5 operating system of RedHat Company, free
differences in their artistic preferences were examined anfbr personal use, is used as a server operating system.
it was found that art preferences were consistent witthpache Server version 2.2.29 is used for web services on
personality and openness to experienae personity the server. MySqL 5.5 version is used as a databasé& whic
trait- had the strongest relation. is both easy and free for use. The coding of the survey is
According to Premuzic et al. (2009) together with theentirely done by us using the php (Php 5.5) programming
wide acceptance of one of the personality theories nhamddnguage.
five factor -sometimes called “Big Five”it would be
easier to compare the findings of different studersthe  3.2.Data Collection Instrument

determiners of personal differences in art preferences. In this study the data is collected through Adjective
According to theory of five factors personality, personal X . . g
g y P y. P ased Personality Tests and 24 visual(GoarRablo

differences which are not clinical can be classified as ﬁv‘%icasso Péras. Camille Monet and a child the Artist's
ersonality factors[2] Studies in whichthe relations : ' . . .
b y (2] Egarden in Argenteuil /Claude Mon€Ehe Blind Leading

he fi f li ; T
between the five factors personality and art wer /Pieter BruegelCourt of mahmud of ghazniadi Tajvidi,

examined were not too old. There are some styd|efs], i ! e
; : ; ... Dessin Arithmétique IV Theo van Doesburdgottle and
1 hich I h th I i .
[], [10] which deal with the relations between artIStIC\Q/me Glass on a TablRabb Picasso,La Mod'ele

concepts and personality. However, in these studies th ; . . .
guestion about individuals’ art preferences and whetheROUge/Rene Magritte OniongPierre Auguste Renoir,

their personality structures affect these preferences or n,C,hrist before Pon_tl_JS Pilate_/ Hierony_mus Bo‘sfetw/ErqI_
is not dealt with sufficieily. In fact, the answer of the ‘kvavas, Compossition/Wassily Kandinsky, Compossition/
question “how is the relation between individuals’ Georges Braque, Geopolitius Child/ Salvador Dali, Mola/

personality structure, their art preference and artistivan Gogh, The Martyrdom of Saint Catherine/Lucas

interests” is of great importance. In this study, answers fo ranach the Elder, Falcon/ from a Moragga Giclee,

; : : . whispering Wall/ Burhan Dogancay, Violin and Playing
the following questions were searched in order to exami * . . )
the individuals’ personality structure and their artCards/Juan Gris, African Sonata/ Viademir Kustk,

preference: Boulevard de Montmartre/ Camille Pissaunters in the
1.Is there a relation between personality types oPnoW PieterBruegel, Ebru-Tulips /Alparslan Babaoglu,
individuals and their art preferences? Composition/ Ferruh Basaga) and individual information

2.Do individuals' personality types differentiate forms developed and classified by experts according to the
according to their art preferences art movements within the framework of literature.

3.3.Adjective-based Personality Test

3. Method Adjective-based Personality Test was developed by
. . . . Bacanli, {lhan and Aslan (2007). Factor analysis and
Relational scanning model was used in this studygimiar scale validity methods were utilized in order to test
Scanning is an approach that aims to describe a situatiofye \5)idity of the developed scale. In the factor analysis
an event, an individual, a society or an object in their ownynich was conducted to test the validitythe scale, 40

conditions which remain in the past or still exist]. adjective pairs which can evaluate the five different
personality traits (Neurotic personality, Extraversion,
3.1.Sample and Procedure Openness, Agreableness, Consciuostness.)  were

personality types and art preferences, research groffctor personality varianceSociotropy Scale, Confliet
consist of 336 students and 150 (44%) of them takes fingesponse Scale, Negatibesitive Emotion Scale, and

art education and 186 (66%) of them are from othefonstant Anxiety Inventory were used to test the external
departmer. In the scope of study 205 (% 55.1 ) male and/alidity of the developed scale. Expected results were
131 (% 44.9) female total 400 students were reached witbtained through these comparisons. The obtained results
convenience sampimethod. Age of the participants is as Provedthe validity of the current scale. Also at the end of
such; 312 (%92.2) of them are between258age range the reliability analysis of the scale, Cronbach alpha
and 24 (% 7.8) of them are older than Séudents in the COefficient is found to be for sub scale bleurotic
study group were announced to enter a rgadpared Pesonality .73, Extraver_smn .89,0penness .80,
web-based survey system. The students who voluntarilf\dreeableness .8Conscientiousness .382].

enter the web site were given feedback about their art Individuals” Art Preferences Scale:In the framework
preferences, types of personality and artistic interestef literature, a computesided art preferences survey
when they fully corpleted the form. The server PC Sun wh|ch_ covers 24 w;ual species of the art genres such as
Fire X2200 with quagtore and AMD Opteron processor Renaissance, Cubism, Apstract Art, .Trad|t|onall Art,
was preferred and used as the infrastructure of the welmpressionism and Surrealism was applied. According to
site in which the scales were applied. Also it has 16 gihe survey, 4 paintings with high representing power were
Ram memory and 2 hard disks (Raid) that can record thghosen from each of these 6 art movements. To give brief
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information about the chosen painting movementscombined together in a specific order. Making the art of
Renaissance today is adopted as the gdliat started the painting geometrical and fixing it on a geometric structure
classical European Art. Until the 15th century themeans a move away of the art from the interest of living
symbolic world view of the Middle Age was dominant [17].
over Europe. There was an abstract and debate closedSurrealism is an art vision based on the data of the
system of thought. This was naturally reflected in the artscience of mental illreses particularly the psychoanalysis
Besides Painting and réhitecture, "Perfect Form", which began and developed with the Viennese psychiatrist
"Balance", "Balanced Proportions" and "Elegance" weresigmund Freud. Until that time all the schools were
also vald in the 15th century Sculpturgl3,14] established through seeking expression opportunities
According to Sani15] in response to the perfect and idea about the relations between objects. Surrealism was doing
image of the Renaissance, the contemporary athe same thing in another way: through self approach,
movements of the 20th century such as cubismthrough human spirit, through unconscious way of world.
structuralism and constructivism are the movements thakccording to Surrealism, human being comprehends the
deal with a number of abstract forms and qualities whictoutside world with his emotions but his perception of the
cannot be separated from substance and its fortthese  outside world is not an expressiofthe concrete reality.
types of art, intuition also has a big role as well as mindPeople unconsciously -establish that world inside
With regard to the rates and links, there are no externghemselves. The mission of the surrealist art is to express
goal orientations except the expression of artist’s owrthat inner world and clear up the subconscious. This can
inner harmony and intuition except some substantial itembe achieved not through thinking logically, but on the
such as masszontour, color and tones. Dysfunctional contray, through taking madness into consideration,
abstract paintings deal with pure and absolute formsdreaming, and observing the mental patients' ways of
Impressionism is an art movement that takes capturing théinking [18].
light and colour of the object as a goal and takes care of “When the dynamic nature of modernity and modern
saving the light and colour of the nature rather tharsocial institutions are considered, security is literdfig t
representing it. Emerged and observed first as a paintingpposite of inertia here. On the other hand, in traditional
movement and later as a music movement in France in tlealtures, the time that Les8trauss calls as 'reversible
last quarter of the nineteenth century, and aimed to enrafime' which corresponds to continuous renewal of the
the world completely in light and colour effect terms,temporal uniformity and similarity is conducted through
impressionism hatied the reality using a rather different repetition method; namely the past is a way of organizing
method from realism and naturalism. Taking the realityof the future.”[19]
and epistemological process as an individual phenomenon 24 paintings which relate to those 6 stylistically,
rather than regarding them universal distinguishes therspiritually and sensually different art movements are
from other art movements influenced by sciéntif presented to students' liking. The paintings are graded
development§l6]. betweerl and 5 depending on the appreciation of the students
The basic category that determines the abstract art is Personal Information Form: Demographic Individual
geometry and it displays a specific order. Painting is d@nfo Forms are used.
surface covered with form, texture and colour which are

Table 1 Is there any relationship between the personality and art preferences?

AP NP EX oP AG Cco
Pearson Correlation 1 ,083 -,096 -117 ,047 -,033

AP Sig. (2tailed) ,082 ,044 ,020 ,322 ,493
N 336 336 336 336 336 336

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 levelt@led)

Table 2 Do individuals’ personality types differentiate according to thei art preferences?

Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 2019,178 5 403,836 1,284 ,270
Neurotic Personality Within Groups 137176,505 331 314,625
Total 139195,683 336
Between Groups 4193,009 5 838,602 2,916 ,013*
Extraversion, Within Groups 125376,204 331 287,560
Total 129569,213 336
Between Groups 3726,377 5 745,275 3,293 ,006*
Openness Within Groups 98687,969 331 226,349
Total 102414,346 336
Between Groups 1261,347 5 252,269 1,025 ,402
Agreeableness Within Groups 107326,809 331 246,162
Total 108588,156 336
Between Groups 2043,918 5 408,784 1,533 ,178
Conscientiousness Within Groups 116266,308 331 266,666
Total 118310,226 336

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 levelt@led).
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A oneway variance analysis is applied to find an
3.4. Data Analysis answer to the question that whether the personality types
differ according to individal art preferenceghe second

A pearsoncorrelanon analysis is applied to find an subquestion of the researcland the results are remarked
answer to the question that whether there was any, Table 2

relationship between the personalitiye first subquestion Table 2shows us that the personality types differentiate

of the researchand art preferences. The results aredepending on the individual art preferences. When the F

re%ahrke?_ir;rlabigl ined it is ob d that th . value of the extroverted individuals has differentiated
en fable LIS examined It 1S observed that there 1S asignificantly at the rate of 2,91<®5, the F value of the

low level of correlation between subscales of Personality dividuals who are open to experience has differentiated
Type Scales and individual art preferences. It is inferred. P b

that there is a correlation efl between individualsart significantly at the rate of 3,29 <@5. LSD. tes_ts are
preferences and their openness to experience, ar@l a performel to have a look at the source of this difference.

correlation between their art preferences and outwardnes;_.he results are given ifable 3

Table 3. Findings concerning the differences of art preferences according to inddual personality types

Dependent Variable SignificantDifference (1J) Standard error Significance

2,80855 ,076

3,00 6,44670 2,04577 ,002

4,00 2,563877 3,48541 467

5,00 7,45063 2,69238 ,006

6,00 4,62872 3,89757 ,236

1,00 3,24514 2,49176 ,193

3,00 5,85095 1,81502 ,001

Openness 2,00 4,00 ,04514 3,09228 ,988
5,00 7,08292 2,38870 ,003

6,00 4,91815 3,45795 , 156

*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 levelt@led).
1 (Cubism) 2 (Surrealism) 3(Impressionism) 4(Northern Renaissafi@ditional Art) 6(Abstract Art)

When Table 3is examined it is observed that the stressed that individuals, who are open to change, have
extroverted individuals have higher scores of surrealisnhigher imagination, need for cognition and divergent
than impressionism and traditional art. At the same timethinking, they prefer untraditionally, low authoritarian
the individuals who are open to experience also haveegime and liberal behaviours. Furthermore, these
higher scores of surreafn than impressionism and individuals are more compatible with the concepts of
traditional art. untraditional and modern abstract arts. In our study, it was

also found that individuals who are extroverted and open
) ) to experience mostly prefer surrealist paig§ and they

4. Discussion are not very interested in impressionist and traditional
paintings. According to Wilson, Ausman and Matthédjs

According to findings obtained from the study, there isconservative people mostly prefer traditional art however,
a correlation-even if it is low between individual's art |iberals mostly like more cubic and atest paintings.
preference and personalitp Funham and Avison’s study Findings obtained from our study support the other studies
[3], the relation between the preference of surreal paintingone in this issue. Also, according to Per and Beyfidli
and five factors personality was not so strong eitherstudents of fine arts department usually have extroverted
However, individuals’ personality structure affects theirpersonality.
art preferences. When the literature is generally taken into The students whattend fine arts department in Turkey
consideration,it is seen that although the COTre'atiOﬂSare more extroverted individuals given that they are
between the personality and art preferences are n@klected with reference to interests and talents. As the 44%
statistically very high, individuals make their preferenceof the sample in this study is comprised of the students of
according to this characteristic of their personalityfine arts department, it can be said that the interests and art
structure. In Dellinger’ studfl] it is stated that there is a preferences of the individuals who are extroverted and
relation between individuals’ personality types and theilppen to the experience show surrealist tendencies. In the
preference of shapes. A work of art can be regarded assgudy carried out by Furnham and Cruf@®] in which
composition of shapes; therefore, this study matches upe personality traits of the studerof science and art
with Dellinger’s. department such as abstraction, openness to experience,

It can be indicatedhat individuals who are open to geniality and conscientious responsibility were compared,
experience and extroverted, like more liberal and differenit was deduced that scores of genia"ty, Sensiti\/ity,
experiences and they make effort to gain differentapstraction and openness to development of the art
experience. In this sense, these individuals are |ibera|i5§epartment stuehts were h|gher than the scores of science
In their studyWilson, Ausman and Matthewd] stated  department students while they got lower scores in
that liberals preferred more complex and abstractonscientious responsibility and perfectionism. Moreover,
paintings. Premuzic et a[19] found that younger and according to Alkan et a[7] extraversion and openness to
extroverted personalities mostly prefer cubism; howeverexperience rifluence the relationships of the individuals

agreeable and responsiblgersonalities mostly make positively. It is believed that extroverted personality traits
impressionist preferences. Also, in this study it was
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preclude the individuals from being egocentric and helfd2]

them relate with the others.

5. Conclusion

As a result, the relationship between perstyalipes

and art preferences of individuals is obvious. The one
results of the study, open experienced and social persof

show more interest in Sudrrealizremphasis on the

subconscious and abstract works that emphasize ideas as
shown in the literature. But unlike this, It is a consequence
in research thathe persons who are lower openness td8l
experienced and social show orientation to the external
world is reflected in pictures as impressionism andz]
traditional arts.In addition, the extroverted personality
types of abstract art known for its warmth and sensitivity
in social relationships and showing interest in the[s]
surrealist work.The high levels of responsibility and
perfectionism conscientious people prefer the traditionajo]
arts. So it shows that our country is an indication that

similar results with studies in other countries abthg
relationship between personality types andpreferences.

6. Future Investigations

The study may be lacking some qualitative data in th

context of findings. The relationshijetween the preferred

paintings and personality types of the individuals could
only be evaluated in terms of quantitative data. Thig13]
method does not allow us to comprehend to what the

individuals pay more attention while choosing painting
and what they Hink or how they feel about painting.

Mixed patterns which include a combination of
guantitative and qualitative data can be suggested for the

next studies to be done in literature.

On the other hand, personality types and art trends (5%5]
the students fronvarious fields of art education can be [16
compared. At the same time, the influence of the art
education of the individuals on human relations and

communication, and life satisfaction can be searched.

Also, the relationship between the preferences o
geometic shapes and personality types of the individuals

can be investigated.
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