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Visiting Los Angeles, I decided to experience the Los Angeles Zoo last weekend - and was quite
disappointed.

The lone elephant, Billy, looked dejected, and I learned that the L.A. Zoo has had a sad history with
its elephants. The solution could be an exhibit of mounted elephants, such as in a natural history

museum, with videos and other educational materials - but no live animals.

The L.A. Zoo should concentrate on just a few live animals, such as its giraffes and orangutans.
Snakes and alligators hardly move and should be eliminated. Educational exhibits and videos would
be far better.

Since many people seem to visit the L.A. Zoo just to roam the grounds and snack on hot dogs and
sweets, perhaps nicer food operations would make sense.

The plants and grounds are impressive and well-maintained. But the educational and preservation

missions seem lost.

At the other end of Griffith Park, the Observatory does a great job at education and in preservation
of the galaxy.

I learned of the chimpanzee that mysteriously escapes and of another chimp that was bitten by a
rattlesnake and allowed to die. The health care provided to some of the animals at the L.A. Zoo
seems substandard. The water in the sea lion exhibit appeared cloudy and dirty. Again, educational

materials - and not live animals - would make more sense.
Perhaps this is what happens when a city and not a private institution runs a zoo. Civil servants and

Decades ago, I met the director of the Washington Zoo. His top priorities were the health of the
animals and educating the public. The top priority of the L.A. Zoo seems to be selling food and
stuffed animal toys.
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