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floor wi th  laughter. S t i l l  others w i l l
decide that this is a new form of  sci-
ence fiction replacing the Buck Rogers
of former years. T h e  engineer w i l l
probably say that these machines are
capable o f  doing only what they are
told o r  programmed to  do, and that
they are the salvation o f  man f rom
the drudgery of  routine work and de-
cisions. Ye s ,  the engineer is  correct
when his points are applied t o  the
office machine which deals only with
volumes of  files, facts, and figures and
which makes no decisions on this in-
formation. However,  t h e  machine
which analyzes t h e  wor ld  situation
and arrives at  decisions upon which

the government i s  t o  shape i ts  for -
eign policy, o r  the  machine which
analyzes st i l l  other facts and arrives
at decisions concerning the economic
situation o f  a  country, the political
situation, o r  the war  situation must
not be viewed as the savior o f  man-
kind. Those w h o  f i nd  t h i s  danger
comical or look upon it  as fiction only
give proof to  the estrangement that
is occurring between man, his think-
ing powers, and the computer.

What then, you ask, should we do?
As mentioned before, the office-type
data processing machine i s  harmless
and need not be given much attention.
However, t h e  decision-making m a -
chines must be fought and stopped
before the only remedy becomes the

axe and the sledgehammer.
The responsibility rests solely upon

the engineer who is the factual creator
of the reasoning and decision-making
machine. T h e  engineer is now placed
in a prediciiment where he has to deal
with t h e  normal human disl ike o f
being forced to make decisions. Th i s
is certainly no easy task since a basic
human f ra i l ty  i s  involved. A  f u l l
realization b y  the engineer that the
computer does possess dangers to our
existence—and these dangers are not
figments o f  the imagination—will be
a step forward in the right direction.
However, i f  the present attitude o f
estrangement by the engineer towards
his computer creations continues, what
then?


